Characteristics of HER2-positive breast cancer diagnosed following the introduction of universal HER2 testing.
The aim of this study was to determine the impact of universal HER2 testing on the clinico-pathologic profile of HER2+ breast cancer. Data were extracted from breast cancer pathology reports spanning two periods: before (2003/4, n = 379), and after (2008/9, n = 560) the introduction of universal testing. In 2003/4, 43.3% of breast cancers were tested for HER2 with 16% of tested cases HER2+. In 2008/9, 98.4% of cases were tested with 14.7% HER2+. In 2008/9, HER2+ status was associated with younger age, higher grade, increased tumour size, lymph node involvement, negative oestrogen and/or progesterone receptor status. HER2+ cases diagnosed in 2003/4 were not significantly different in respect of these features. The rate of HER2+ breast cancer amongst screen detected cases in 2008/9 was 8.3%. The phenotype of HER2+ breast cancer was stable following the introduction of universal testing. The overall rate of HER2+ breast cancer was influenced by screen detection.